Stereoselective inhibition of synaptosomal catecholamine uptake by nomifensine.
The effects of the two enantiomers of the antidepressant nomifensine on catecholamine uptake were investigated using rat brain synaptosomes. According to the results from in vitro and ex vivo/in vitro studies, the inhibitory activity on catecholamine uptake resides entirely in the (+)-form of nomifensine. Further studies comparing the antidepressant effects of the two enantiomers might help to clarify the validity of the catecholamine hypothesis of depression.